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Dr. Elizabeth L. Hillman (Chair) is president and CEO of the National 9/11 

Memorial & Museum, which remembers and honors the nearly 3,000 victims of the 

September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks and shares the inspiring story of those who 

risked their lives to save others. Before coming to the 9/11 Memorial & Museum, 

Hillman was the 14th president of Mills College, the first women’s college west of the 

Rockies. At Mills, she reduced tuition, spearheaded a transformative merger with 

Northeastern University, and led the college through the COVID-19 crisis. Earlier, 

Hillman served as provost and academic dean at the University of California 

Hastings College of the Law (now UC Law San Francisco), where she was also a 

professor of law, and as a law professor at Rutgers. She began her career as a space 

operations officer in the U.S. Air Force and served on active duty for seven years, 

including two as an instructor of history at the U.S. Air Force Academy. She holds a 

BS in electrical engineering from Duke University, an MA in history from the 

University of Pennsylvania, a JD from Yale Law School, and a PhD in history from 

Yale University. Dr. Hillman serves on the board of the Alliance of Downtown New 

York and is a member of the American Law Institute, Council on Foreign Relations, 

and the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. 
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