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Disclaimer: The views presented are those
of the speakers and do not necessarily
represent the views of the DoD or its
components.




A definition
An axiom
An assumption

A problem



A definition
What isan AMCIT?

. AMENDMENT XIV

& All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and
subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United

. States and of the state wherein they reside. No state shall make
or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or

L immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any state
deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due

process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction =%

the equal protection of the laws.

-

42 U.S. Code §9102:
“United States citizen”
means any individual
who is a citizen of the
United States by law,
birth, or naturalization.

Path to Citizenship: (1) BIRTH (2) ACQUISITION or (3) NATURALIZATION



An AXiom

The U.S. Government 1s expected to do

what 1t can to secure the safety of
AMCITs 1n conflict zones.




An Assumption

AMCITs will continue to be found 1n
conflict zones, and 1n 1ncreasing
numbers.




A Problem

What should / can be done when the
U.S. Government discovers AMCITs 1n
a conflict zone?




Examples of AMCITs in / near Battlespace



This is not a new problem, but it is more prevalent

"What this is about is the
American people and the
world . . . We can't let
people like this scare us.
We don't get scared by
people like this. We scare
them. And that's what
this is about."




AMCIT (?) Hoda Muthana




After years in a Syrian ISIS camp, a 10-person American family is back in the U.S.




The Case Against John Doe,
American Jihadist

How a U.S. citizen captured on the battlefield with ISIS may finally force
America to confront the legacy of 9/11

LAWFARE

What Will America Do With the U.S.
Citizen It Is Holding as an Enemy

Combatant?

The government has several options.

By Bobhy Chesney



John Doe is Freed

An American Accused of Joining
ISIS Is Free, and a Bigger Stor}r Is
Breginning

The U.S. military quietly released “John Doe” last week after holding
him in detention in Iraq for 13 months, with no charges.

By Kathy Gilsinan




“You know these aren’t Syrian problems, they're not Middle Eastern
problems, they're not Muslim problems, they’re human problems.
They are people problems and if I have the power and the knowledge
and the ability to do something, then damn it, I have the
responsibility to do something about it."

So he did it.

DAVID TAYLOR I}

David Taylor Il was only 25 when his life ended on the battlefields of Syria.









DIRECTOR OF FREE BURMA RANGERS (W/ CHILDREN) IN SYRIA







THE INTERNATIONAL LEGION CONSISTS OF INFANTRY & SPECIAL TASK BATTALIONS

Candidate requirements

4 steps to apply

18-60 years of age
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No crimimnal record

i I e Scan the documents veritying your military or

All candidates need to pass an assessment by a medical commission relevant experience (IT you have them)

Physical fitness

Ability to legally enter Ukraine

. Military or relevant experience is an advantage




THE INTERNATIONAL LEGION CONSISTS OF INFANTRY & SPECIAL TASK BATTALIONS




FORMER NAVY SEAL DANIEL SWIFT (FAR LEFT) & FORMER ARMY RANGER ADAM
THIEMANN (FAR LEFT)




How do we sort through an AMCIT event?

1. What kind of conflict?
a. What is the USG’s role in this conflict?

b. How permissive is the environment?

c. Isit even a conflict at all? (e.g. large-scale NEO of the Korean peninsula
in anticipation of hostilities; civil unrest which does not rise to the level of a
NIAC; humanitarian operations)

2. What type of person?

3. What is the interagency posture?
a. Is the Dept. of State on the ground?
b. Does the Dept. of Justice have an open case?



What kind of conflict?

INTERNATIONAL ARMED CONFLICT (IAC) NON-INTERNATIONAL ARMED CONFLICT (NIAC)

Four Geneva Conventions Common Article 3

Additional Protocol I* Additional Protocol II*

Customary IHL for IAC Customary IHL for NIAC




Who is in charge here, and what is the plan?

1. Dept. of State has primacy in providing for USG support to AMCITs
during times of crisis, to include armed conflict.

a. BUT....the Dept. of State does not have the money, the
personnel, or the assets of the DoD. This is particularly true in a

conflict zone.
b. What happens in the event of interagency conflict?

2. How does the interagency plan for AMCIT events in conflict?
a. Ok...soif the answer is, “we don’t,” should we?
b. And if we should plan, what does that plan look like?




Scenario 1: Jane Doe

¢ Jane Doe is found by the Afghan National Army (ANA) at a checkpoint through which
many individuals are fleeing flighting in currently ISIS-held portion of northern
Afghanistan in 2020. She is found with cash, digital media which has ISIS military
personnel documents, and, strangely, sky-diving gear. The ANA commander on the
ground alerts the nearest American commander.

& Jane claims she is an American citizen (dual national)
& No identification on her, but she speaks English with an American accent.
& Jane further claims she is a civilian who did not directly participated in hostilities.

¢ Jane does not request assistance from the ANA or the USG. The ANA do not plan to
hold her unless asked to by the Americans, but they can only hold her for a few hours.

® What can the USG (DoD) do here? What should the USG (DoD) do here?



Scenario 2: Doe Jane

& Jane Doe is an Ukrainian citizen married to an American who travelled in 2023 to
Ukraine and enlisted in the Ukrainian Army. Late one night Jane’s husband gets a call
from one of Jane’s fellow soldiers telling him Jane has been grievously wounded and
moved to a Ukrainian hospital near the front which is short of supplies and routinely
targeted by Russian forces. Jane’s fellow soldier tells her husband that if there is any
way he can have the Americans rescue Jane and treat her in a U.S. hospital, this would
better her chances of survival. Jane’s husband, understandably distraught, reaches out
to his local Congressman (with whom he is good friends), and the Congressman
immediately contracts the Secretary of State, the US Ambassador to Ukraine, the
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs, and ABC News demanding action. It is quickly confirmed
by the US Embassy in Kiev that Jane has been seriously wounded and evacuated to a
medical treatment facility within the fighting zone. The Ukrainian surgeon with whom
the Embassy talked with conveyed that if Jane is not evacuated within the next 24
hours to a western hospital outside of Ukraine, her chances of survival are minimal.

® What can the USG (DoD) do here? What should the USG (DoD) do here?



QUESTIONS?
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