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“So if pressure has to be kept 
on innocent Arabs until those 

Arabs who are intent on 
committing mass murder are 

flushed out, that is the 
unfortunate cost they must pay 

to reside in this nation.”
Stanley Crouch, “Wake Up: Arabs Should 

be Profiled,”

St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Mar. 19, 
2002



RACIAL PROFILING: 
DEFINED

• THE USE OF RACIAL OR ETHNIC 
APPEARANCE AS ONE FACTOR, 
AMONG OTHERS, TO DECIDE 
WHICH PERSONS SHOULD BE 
STOPPED, QUESTIONED, 
AND/SEARCHED.

• DOES NOT INCLUDE 
DESCRIPTION-BASED STOPS.



THE QUESTIONS

• MORAL ISSUES: GIVE ALL PERSONS 
IN A RACIAL OR ETHNIC GROUP THE 
SAME NEGATIVE TREATMENT, 
BECAUSE OF ACTIONS OF A VERY 
FEW?

• SOCIAL COST: LARGE, AND THEY 
TOUCH EVERYONE, NOT JUST THE 
MINORITY PROFILED.



MY QUESTION: DOES IT WORK?

• THAT WAS THE BASE-LINE 
ASSUMPTION.

• REPEAT: AN ASSUMPTION.
• PRAGMATIC APPROACH
• HOW TO MEASURE?



TO MEASURE WHETHER IT 
WORKS:

• HIT RATES: THE RATE AT WHICH 
OFFICERS “HIT” – FIND 
CONTRABAND, MAKE ARREST, ETC. –
WHEN THEY STOP, QUESTION OR 
SEARCH. SO:

• DOES AGENCY X TARGET BY RACE?
• IF SO, DO THEY “HIT” AT A HIGHER 

RATE WHEN THEY TARGET RACE, 
COMPARED TO WHEN THEY DO NOT?



THE PROFILING/HIT RATES 
HYPOTHESIS

• POLICE WILL “HIT” AT HIGHER RATES 
WHEN THEYUSE RACE OR ETHNICITY 
TO TARGET WHO TO STOP, QUESTION 
AND SEARCH.
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ALTERNATIVE EXPLANATIONS

• THESE DISPARITIES ARE THE RESULT OF 
CRIME REPORTS; BLACKS AND LATINOS 
ARE SIMPLY REPORTED AS OFFENDERS 
MORE OFTEN.

• HIGHER CRIME NEIGHBORHOODS, WHERE 
MORE MINORITIES LIVE, HAVE MORE 
POLICE PRESENT; THEREFORE, THOSE 
CITIZENS ARE MORE LIKELY TO BE 
STOPPED AND FRISKED.
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LEGAL THEORIES

• GOV’T TREATING PEOPLE 
DIFFERENTLY, BY RACE: STRICT 
SCRUTINY.

• WHO HAS BURDEN?
• STANDARD: COMPELLING STATE 

INTEREST?



November 21, 2007

City Police Stop Whites Equally but Frisk 
Them Less, a Study Finds 

Whites and members of minorities have a 
roughly equal chance of being stopped by 
police officers and questioned on the street in 
New York City. But officers are more likely to 
frisk, search or arrest black and Hispanic 
people -- or to use force against them --
according to a study released yesterday.



HIT RATES: MAKE SURE TO 
NOTE

• IS THE HIT RATE CHART ABOUT 
CRIME RATES?  WHO OFFENDS, 
BY RACE?

• DOES THIS MEAN “DON’T USE 
RACE IN POLICE WORK”?

• WHAT IT DOES MEAN
• WHO HAS THE BURDEN?



WHY HIT RATES DROP WITH 
PROFILING

• POLICE WORK REGARDING 
UNKNOWN CRIMES AND SUSPECTS IS 
ABOUT  OBSERVING BEHAVIOR 
CLOSELY

• WITH RACE OR ETHNICITY AS ONE 
FACTOR: THE EYE IS OFF THE BALL



PROFILING AND TERRORISM

• TAKES THE FOCUS OFF 
BEHAVIOR; LOWERS ACCURACY

• “BETTER SAFE THAN SORRY” –
WASTING RESOURCES

• THE DAMAGE TO INTELLIGENCE 
GATHERING: THE ALLIES WE 
NEED NOW



ALTERNATIVE: BEHAVIOR 
PROFILING

• WEAPONS-RELATED 
BEHAVIOR

• STRATEGIC BEHAVIOR
• PHYSIOLOGICAL BEHAVIOR
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